isbanding the ARE 


AT PRESENT, 


- »% 
—> ” 


R 
\ - 
64 ' , 


© Briefly and Impartially Confedel 


- 
A. 


near Statione's Hall of 


. T4 


P"Y 4. AE ee edn Man at. MA. —_— 


THE 


Cale of Disbanding © 


IHE 


AR MY 


AT PRESENT, 


Brieflyand Impartially Confider d. © 


within as fmall a compaſs as may be, and there- 
fore ſhall not trouble the Rexder with Hiſto- 
Korical Quorations , either out of Ancient or Mo- 


I Shall xeduce my Thoughts about this Matter 


'dern- Authors, as altogether forcign to the Pur- 
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 ſerit | Stack "of  Aﬀairs' both within and withoup it, 
'-and things that may happen hercafter ; and always 
to- provide againſt the. moſt evident and likely 
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preſent Conjunfure of Aﬀeairs in every” Particular, 


and fo far 1 may bc own'd, that Mer in the fame 


Circumſtances will do the ſame Things ; for *tis a plain 


Caſe, that in taking true Meaſurcs for. the Safcty. 
of any »Eovernment, Men muſt Examine the pre- 
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Dangers 


71 ſha#{ take it for” granted,-that an Army: in- 


time, of Peace ' is conſiſtent with our Conſtitution 


if cc Safety of the Realm require. it, and; that it 


'be:w'h the -Conſeat of the Parliament; Ard 
theretore if it be made appear, that the preſent 


Government, which- (under - God) is the beſt Se- 


"Property, «is in eyident Danger without an Arggy, 


and that in - the preſent Srare'bf Aﬀairs out Libdr- 
tics and Propertics cannot | be infring'd nor mo- 
lefted by one, this I hope will ſet this great Caſe 
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Firſt, That -the preſent Government, 15,9 - eÞ1- 


dent Danger without . a competent Number © 


;  Eand Forces for its Defence. The Poſture of., 
land at preſent is this, 'in xclation to Saffty, "_ 
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abroad that, pretend. a. Right .cov | 
Crore, who are , Prc 
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Bu ON belonging; upon the: * 

-) the” profent 1 King, which 1s a: fair Step tor - 

naverdal.. pres ke Rs d it. pa as ; plain, that” W - 

1 efle, England. hen; be 

will be 2 Th © guts zo. his P an ons 1n i ſig 

of the eſt. "af the Allies,. and Portugal too if. it: © 
INS with them. . ; This demonſtrates, that 1t 1s ab- 

pro his ; Intereſt ro ave England at iis Deyb- 


tion, Which he can- hardly expect from. the pre-- 
ſent Governmene : And if the Caſe be fo, . then the: 
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LE by Sea and Land, whoſe Ine reſt it is eb fab<- 
ge us, who, wants no Pretence for- it, and who. 

as. ſcIdom fail'd to proſecute His Ihecreſt when au 
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Bir, Opporratiry has offer'd for it 
| chat a gogd Elect, and a well Tran'd Milica, 1s 
ſafficierit eo, put'us out 'of ,Danger. As to the firſt, 
ic_mult be*own'd, 'that the Hbapar Glory, and 
Safcty.. of the Nation does chicfly depend upon 
our Fleet; bur it 1s fit to conſider at che ſame time, 
| that the, French" Kinig can pur our” all his'Fleer 
| whienevet he pleaſes, and that he can purſue his 
T Deaſrgns with tore Secrecy and Expedition than 
che Conſtitution ' of this Goycrnmerit can admit : 
But the King: of ws, 'cannot pur our a Fleet 
Ip of 


, without the is Parliament, which muſt 
F anect together, and ſettle” Funds for the ſetting 
out of the Fleet, withour ' which rhe, King cannoc 
bavca ſafficient Credit. The Caſe being fo, it 
|| cannot otherwiſe be, (or it 1s but- too probable 
i that it will be fo) that the French King in time of 
Peace: will put out his whole Fleet fyoncr than we 
can put out ours, even though'His Majeſty ſhould 
immediatcly call a Parliameng, and dctire Supplies 
| or fg Fleet every _ the on | #5. - hr 
Docks at Breft, Rochefort, and Dunkirk”, as if 'th 
defign'd to" oa thar Fleet: Or the Parkiament 
muſt of courſe allow theKmg every year a Fund for 
- the ſetting out a Fleet, as in time of War :\, And 
| :; San ' belides, 
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xd for it? But they ſay, 


own that 1ts-notatpreaent, it is fit to conſider, that 
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in theſe three Places at once, and the. Hogue, we 
can, (conſidering the accidents of Weather) hin- 
der their Landing upon us- from-eyery-onc,. or. any 
ane of theſe Places. . ; + Lil © | 
This ſecms to. demonſtrate, | that is 1s very ne- 
ceſſary to have another Defence ready in cafe rhe: 


firſt ſhould fail, which (as it appears from what 


has becn' faid) may]: very | well. be : This Defence: 
therefore muſt be a Land Force. , That the Militia 
is not at preſent a competent Defence, is own'd 
by- thoſe * who propoſe Mcthods: e render, 1g.ſer- 
yiccable. I would inat be. thought to undervalue 
Militta's, no doubt” they - could. render Service,' - 


ſpecially the Foor, being -interlin'd-. with Regular 
_Troops,. or. they may be: put.into; the lefs-expos'd - 


Garrifons, to'/ draw; out: from thenec- the Regular 
Troops to reanforce an' Army : But as for Horſe, 


! the Horſe muſt be: Train'd as welt as-the Man, or 


elſe the Braveſt Men m. the Woeld can render ine» 
Service upon Horſes that are not'Train'd.. Bug if ther 


Mailicid can/be |rcnder'd ſerviccable for our Defence: 
againſt che Invaſions of Diſciplin'd. Troops, as thoſe: 


very Pcrions. that - would Diysband the Army muſt 
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beſides, though we could be ready as ſoon as hey; 
yet it is fit to conſider, whether if they ſhould Arm © 
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7 «bilkri ander fuchRegulatons as arc proper tomnake! 
| it Serviceable; wall chew whrer.into; the very Contiiy 
eutions of the Kingdom; that ie-will boa very! great 
and- perperual 'Expence-upon ther SubjeR, 'and: thar: - 
WW itmuſt veſt asigroar'a!Micary, Powerrin che King, 
as if he had an Army at his Camihand,: or clic) 
"eatinot be thought. vo rhake: 1c, Sevviezable. : This 
is: tho very Gale of of \Swedlez ; Pufſendorf tells: us; har) 
| he Kitrg7of Sweden paysno other Forces ent of his 
|  Cofftrs but the LifclGuardrandvche Fout-Guacids; 11 


FE mean in;Seden'; thereſt igght Miticia'of:the:Coun-: 
3H wh tmaintain'd- by Tenutcs rom: the:Crown, ( which: 


wtheivery Original of -Miltia's) andokept in, cons: 
| Ruler Dry and Diſciples: But: pray, has)cchas 
3 Milivia -preferv dthe Raghcs-and3Properties of - tiie\ 
| Peoplc? low "90 the 7 of Sweden as Abſolute! 
# Monarch asany: irv:Qbriſtendom + ?|; And,on- the 
oonttary - we-fmal la CoubcpinhtWorld-ou tae 
off, xall'd Holland, where chey mmaiman all the 4: 
borry: thar can be Uirnagih 'd::1r a; Common-wealth,: 
with!2an Army and'\the/:Kingrat. the Headibf -ttþ 
without any/ſach Tang 525 Milian Ine Gonſtiu- 
| con. > Bur an: Arhy, beg! requir'd only, -duririg 

| che-preſent State of Aﬀairsi in-Chriſtendom, hin 
Cas'Experience rdlls.us\ hitoonever:cominucd long 
aKche NY vanngc:omer oanto: the! Gone . 


{ticution 
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firution of the Monarchy, nor can it be made a 
Precedent any longet than the Poſture 'of Aﬀairs 
15 the ſame as tis now; It 1s a better Defence 
than a Militia, and infinitely Cheaper, and leſs Vexa- 
tious and 'Troubleſome to che Subject ;* neither 
can a competent Number of Land-Farces for our 
Defence, I may venture to ſay a good Army, at- 
tempt in the Icaft, during the preſent jun&ture of 
 Aﬀars,. tor nyade the Rights and Propertics of che 
People of England, (the ſecond: Thing to be pro- 
ved) which is the common Bugbcar to put Pcople 
out of conceit with what ſeems ſo neceſſary at pre- 
ent for their ſafery ; and when the State of Aﬀairs 
alrers, it will conſequently be as cafie then to Dis- 
*band them as is 1s now, and certainty much more 


PCT. | | he, 
"The Author or Authors af the Hiſtory" of Stagd- 
. ing Armies, have glready prov'd to our' Hands, char 
no Kings of England either with or without Armies, 
have hitherto -made ' any ſteps towards Tyranny 
and Arbitrary Power, bur-'x has proy'd Facal'to 


them; and if this has been the ſucceſs of 'their- 


Attempts when they have had no jealouſic 'of Com- 
_  peritors fupported by Formidable Neighbours, 'it 
muſt” be much | more -impoſible for any-King of 


' England that comes'in upon the/prefcne” Serttement | | 
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_ up for Tyranny ang. Azbicrar er oh 
I cannat--make any: Steps ap \M; 
arc now, without. bringing _cyid in Jake upon 
| kimflf; becauſe, che > EULANR g ſuppor- 
4d by the-moſt;powertyl .Pringe/.in S's =P Ko auf 
whoſe \lncereſt #48, 10: have, Eng/end at. his Devaui- 
0p) will cake the. Adyantage.of that great ferment 
in the Nation, which ſuch an Attempt nuſt produce, 
ot allcre, their Claim. .. This is-but tog, gaod a gol- 
lateral, Security for, aur Rights and Properties un- 
.der the Preſence Settlement 3, and when it (hall pleaſe 
:Gad ro-purt Affairs upon anocher Foot, and that, we 
hail have-aoceaſien| for thelc, Fears and Appre- 
| - © _henGong,. .ghen let the - Axmy. be Dishandcd, ,no 
| -. -Fruc Englibman. can plead. for it ; but whilſt 
F Aﬀeairs continue in the ſtate they arc in ar preſent, 
-ke145:2 plain Cat tharigurnd ANSY 96 po POperty on can 
_ Fo no:Denger, but w1 be preſexy 
NY, ready tor;; our De — 
thathaye Writ againſt; an, Army during the 
ſe Pcage,. arciptcaſed to Compliment His Ma- 
qcſty \out of what feems ſo: neectfary for his and. 
pur Safety: i: They fay, That-indeed they arc un- 
= no ' Apptehenſions of fach Attempts upon the 
\\Libertics-of the People; - during, his Reign, and ſo 


ll Gar Oates hate but-they arc afraidiof 


what 
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Firſt, That.it canndt ferye as a Precedent 'to- fuc- 


En Fines unleſs che Stare of Afﬀeairs be 'the: | 
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calion for their Defence, and that of "Eaghind they 
cannot draw our having” an” Army ar preſent into- 
a Precedent. Secondly, I-anſwer, That whenever 
thac ynhappy Hour'fthall come which will deprive 


it 15 now; "if they have mor the fame Oe- 


ns of our King,” ( whom GOD long preferve to 


"Reign over us) our preſent Conftitution will. ther 
run the greateſt Risk, if Aﬀairs remain in the ſame: 
"Poſture as they are in now; it will be !the moſt + 
_ favourable conjunfure for Compertors ro: the - 
"Crown, and their too :powertul/ Protectors, to eh- 


ter upon us : And therefore, ſince His Majeſty's Life: 
is ſuch an Obſtacle to them, is it not very much 
to. Expoſe His Majcſty's Perſon, and with it the 
Preſent Government, to have no. Army on Foot in 


this Conjuncture ? It15 Iikewiſe very ft to conſider, * 


That in ſuch a Caſe, befides the Danger on thas: 
Hand, we have Neighbours that need not Croſs. 
the: Seas to come.upen us, and who may be rempted 
to make us a Vilit on the other. Fn 
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Army, at prefcirt may ferve'as'a Precedent for-fuc-. 
_cceding Monarchs.”” To which it-may be anfirertd,, 


-and the Church of of Eaglead, z 
y. and expreſly towards the Lareer'; 
= That their d 

y be. compaſicd. at cre 1s. an 
Pte Nees of CE 

vernment.; an c *us to be ho t 
who are Well-wiſhers to the Chutch and to the State, 
will take care not to'be drawn into the .Snare, un. - 
; ilible coral of Providing for the Liz. | 
People, which, "cis yery en 'Ean- + 


invaded: by Amy, duyog the 6 prog 


